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Dear ____________,

On [insert date], I will be participating in [Event Name] as a member of the American Cancer Society DetermiNation team, and dedicating my race to ending all types of cancer, everywhere. I humbly ask for your help as I take on one of the greatest challenges of my life in an effort to save the lives of others. 

I’m truly excited to be a part of this team, and hope you’ll support me, so that I can finish the race and achieve my goal of raising  $[Amount] for the American Cancer Society.

Your support will help the American Cancer Society save lives every day by helping people stay well and get well, by finding cures, and by fighting back. Your gift will mean so much to me, and to the millions of people impacted by this cruel and deadly disease.

To support my race, please visit my personal Web page at [Insert URL]. If you would rather donate by check, please make a check payable to the American Cancer Society and be sure to include my name in the memo line. Please mail the check to me so that I can enter your gift on my fundraising Web page before I mail it to the American Cancer Society office.

Thank you [donor name], for supporting me in pursuit of my goals as part of the American Cancer Society DetermiNation team. Not only are you helping me achieve the challenge of a lifetime, you are also helping the American Cancer Society save lives and create a world with less cancer and more birthdays.

Thank you for helping make every mile mean more.


My very best,

[Insert name]

















SAMPLE LETTER 2
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Dear ____________,




	Well, you should be surprised because my mom and I, yes, I did say Cindy, will both be completing the [Event Name] to raise funds for the American Cancer Society to help create a world with less cancer and more birthdays.  Over the next 4 months we will pound the pavement, her in Sacramento and I in Philadelphia, running and raising funds to find a cure for this disease that this year alone will claim more than $577,000 lives.  We will run in honor of father, a 5 year prostate cancer survivor.

Did you know that 1 in 3 people are diagnosed with cancer in their lifetime? It is estimated that in 2013 1.6 million Americans will be told “you have cancer” and 580,000 will die from this disease. This is simply unfathomable to me and is why I’ve decided to take a stand to eradicate this disease. 

	I have made a commitment to run this [race distance] and bring us X miles closer to providing hope to those battling cancer, I am hopeful you will join me in the fight against cancer.  You can help by visiting: [insert URL] and donating generously to the American Cancer Society.  Donations are tax deductible, and if you donate $100 or more I’ll dedicate a mile in Philadelphia to you!   Please make donations by [Insert fundraising deadline date], my personal fundraising deadline.  Thank you for your generosity and support!

Warm regards,

[Insert name]
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Dear family and friends, 
I have recently decided to take on a new challenge that will require much dedication, determination and perseverance. I can hardly believe it, but I’ve decided to run my [race distance] and fundraise $4,000 for the American Cancer Society! I will attempt to complete the [Event Name] on [Insert event date] as a member of the DetermiNation program, a fundraising program for the American Cancer Society. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cancer has touched us all in some way, in fact 1 in 3 people are diagnosed with cancer in their lifetime. It is estimated that in 2013 1.6 million Americans will be told “you have cancer” and 580,000 will die from this disease. This statistic is not acceptable to me, but together we can fight back, together we can conquer this disease.
On a personal note, I have signed up for this [race distance] to honor my boyfriend Gene and his survival from cancer, not once but twice.  Running this distance is a daunting task, but I know that doing so for such a good cause will push me forward. With your help and support, I know I can reach my goal of crossing the finish line and creating a world with more birthdays! I will be running with his name on my shirt to remind me of what he has been through and that this race is minimal compared to that.  If you want to support this effort in memory of loved one lost to cancer or in honor of a cancer survivor, I can include their name as well.
[Insert photo of honoree]
I hope my effort makes a difference in fighting a disease that has affected Gene and so many others. This is where I need your help, I can’t do this alone.   Please consider supporting me in this effort by making a tax deductible donation to the American Cancer Society.  Would you consider donating $10 for every mile I run? How about $5?  Every dollar counts and I will also accept ice packs, Advil and a personal cheering section. Enclosed is a donation form and return envelope.  You can also donate online to my fundraising website at  website URL].
My personal fundraising deadline is [insert fundraising deadline].  Please help me reach my goal by then!
With gratitude and appreciation,
[Insert name]
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